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Presidents Corner - Chuck Prettyman 

You Don't Need a Reason 

S aturday February 11, 2006 - it's four a.m. and the Olympic 
Opening Ceremony is in all of its glory on my television with the 
world's greatest winter sports athletes, plus Sophia Loren, Yoko 
Ono, and Pavarotti. In addition, it's in Northern Italy, close to 
where my grandparents and cousins originated. So what does 
that have to do with motorcycling? 

Young people from all over the United States are putting it all on 
the line in order to be recognized as the best at what they love to 
do. They are believers in themselves. Farther away, in a place 
closer to hell more young Americans are putting it all on the line 
for something they believe in. Their goal is to come home alive 
from Iraq and Afganhistan. Same Question? 

We live in the greatest country in the world, have all the freedom 
one can expect and the opportunity to live our dreams. Small 

	  steps. Take a Ride. Take the whole day off and ride a motorcycle. 
Take a weekend off and go for a short trip. 

At the next meeting at Durty Nellie's it would be great to hear 
members tell where they would ride if there were no constraints. 
Athletes in Torino at one time in their lives thought about what 
they wanted to do; eventually, they said it out loud. Not yet a 
commitment, but a start to achieving their goals. When a young 
warrior is asked why he or she volunteered, it is always the same; 
they believed in what they were doing, and made it a reality. Not 
the same as going for the gold, but a strong conviction and belief 
in one's self. 

What brings this all to mind is that so often we hear that some-
one always wanted to ride to Sturgis, cross Bear Tooth Pass, ride 
in the desert, or cruise to the Keys. A lot of you have done it all, 
more than once, perhaps. Share that with your brothers and sis- 



Bikers Who Mean Business 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with 
similar interests. Members consist of responsible Leaders, 
Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Proprietors, Partners, Principals 
and CEO's and other "Top Cats" from large, medium and small 
organizations, institututions and companies. The content and 
opinions expressed in these articles are those of the authors 
and not necessarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

Hot Line: 847-622-3501 
www.TopCats.org  

 

Top Cats Mission Statement 
Top Cats of Illinois is a forum for the exchange of ideas that affect motorcyclists; fostering member 
development through networking, business, educational and social opportunities; and acts as a mo-
torcyclists' rights and interests advocate. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
President Chuck Prettyman topcats2003@aol.com  847-854-5929 
Vice-President Gary Brandt cgb002@comcast.net  847-546-9771 
Treasurer Carl Marcyan cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  312-218-5560 
Secretary Keith Zawila keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  847-970-9026 
Past President Jim Heniff jheniff@mailstation.com  847-381-5357 
Director Lynn Adams adams2144@comcast.net  847-657-9363 
Director Don Schaffer numbersman@cjbs.com  847-564-1489 
Director Windy Krepel bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  815-459-9345 
Director Tom Malia tmalia@cfalp.com  847-381-6511 

COMMITTEE LEADERS 
Activities Karlene Swearingen karlene@inetguys.com  847-756-3980 
Advertising Carl Marcyan cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  312-218-5560 
Membership Bob Carmody bcarmody@email.com  312-642-9143 
Charity Ride Tom Malia tmalia@cfalp.com  847-381-6511 
Products Janet Riddick jriddick@wickes.com  847-548-8447 
Communications Don Schaffer numbersman@cjbs.com  847-564-1489 
ROAR Publication Mike Bradbury bradbundy@comcast.net  847 566 6561 
Web Site Coordinator Kar & Scott Swearingen karlene@inetguys.com  847-756-3980 
Safety Chairman Wayne Kirkpatrick wkirkpa177@aol.com  847 854-4137 
Sgt. at Arms Bill Ryan ryanbuildr@aol.com  847-524-1044 
Awards Committee Mark & Lisa Sullivan marksulliy@aol.com  847-516-8682 
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Presidents Corner - Cont. 

ters in the Top Cats. Tell us where you would like 
to go next or where you wish to return...and why. 

The pick-up ride is a great way to spend time with 
friends, see new routes and share ideas before 
and after the ride. As a club we have been pro-
ponents of the big ride, the organized event, and 
the entertainment of as many Top Cats as want to 
participate. Pick-up rides lead to long rides; that 
leads to forming bonds with whom you ride. The 
Rockies, the sea coast, high desert, White Horse 
Saloon in Wyoming or two hours through Bull Val-
ley are all doable. 

At the next meeting, the question will be posed: 
where would you like to ride? Where was your 
best ride? It would be a nice addition in the 
ROAR to include member comments. One line 
is a start. An article about your optimum destina-
tion or comments about the best place you rode 
your scooter is better. Small steps. Tom Malia's 
Long Distance Rides can have your name on the 
roster. In 2006? In 2007? When you're ready, it 
starts with "I would really like to..." 

It's a little later now, gotta feed the dogs, yes plu-
ral, feed the horses, and hook up the truck and 
trailer for Scott and Andy to use. Then it's off to 
the IHSA Sectional wrestling tournament, (gonna 
miss the bike show again this year), yadda, yad-
da, yadda. I would really like to see Alaska, or 
maybe take that trip out west one more time 	 

Bard Boand, around the world on a BMW. Larry 
Scalzitti going to Alaska AND South America.... 
my heroes! 

Take a Ride! 

Hil lbi 	o o cycle 

COW-A-SOCKY 

Vice Presidents Forum 
Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats 

J ust a few random thoughts for the upcoming 
year: 

As Top Cats continues to grow we are seeing 
many rides and events that are more complex. 
Just as our Sturgis ride requires much planning 
and coordination, so do the overnight rides and 
other special events. In fact, to make even our 
day rides safe and enjoyable for all we need 
some strong planning. Let's give our Road Cap-
tains some help by returning the RSVP request 
if you think you may want to attend. This helps in 
several ways. It allows for our hotels and restau-
rants to be selected properly and to be able to 
accommodate our requests. Enables better plan-
ning for sub groups and assistant Road Captains, 
and leads to overall better organization. So when-
ever possible, please send in your RSVP when 
asked by the Activities team. 

Do you have ideas for enjoyable ride destina-
tions? Perhaps a route that you think would be 
exciting for the Top Cats to ride? You don't have 
to be a Road Captain to help influence our rides. 
Feel free to submit your ideas to the Activities 
team. It is not unusual to have some Road Cap-
tains that are looking for new adventures to plan, 
but have run out of fresh ideas. 
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Top Cats Annual Banquet 
Jim "Iceman" Heniff - Past President 

A roaring fire greeted the Top Cats attending 
this year's banquet. The warmth of the rustic Mill 
Rose Restaurant was a welcome relief from the 
icy roads and temperatures in the 20's. 

Mark Sullivan chose this setting for the second 
year in a row in response to the positive com-
ments from the members attending last year's 
event. I have enjoyed all of our February get-to-
gethers, but I have to admit that I am partial to 
this site. 

A four course dinner followed the cocktail hour. 
The presentation and quality of the meal was 
terrific as I expected. As coffee and after dinner 
drinks were being served, Tom DeRosa took the 
podium for the Awards portion of the program. 
The awards ranged from serious recognition of 
Top Cats accomplishments to light-hearted jabs 
for fastidiousness and not being prepared. The 
plaques were works of art handcrafted by mem-
ber Bill Ryan. I am sure they will be cherished by 
each recipient. 

Tom took a short intermission from his emcee du-
ties while members of the Board distributed wind 
breaker garments to the 2006 Top Cats Com-
mittee people. Each jacket had a Top Cat Lion 
embroidered on it along with the committee 
function scripted below. Very nice. 

Tommy returned to the podium and began pulling 
blue tickets to determine the order for selection of 
the door prizes. A few items remained after every-
one had visited the sponsor's table so a few Top 
Cats scored a second prize. 

The Valley of the Kings, a favorite destination of 
the Top Cats, became the winner of the 50/50 
drawing through the generosity of George Watts 
whose number was drawn. The planning and 
execution by Mark Sullivan, Tom DeRosa and Bill 
Ryan resulted in a first class event. Thanks guys 
and thanks to all for a great night. 

Special Thanks 

E veryone please give a special thanks with 
a Top Cat ROARRR to the following businesses 
that donated to our banquet. 

Do your best to patronize, support and endorse 
these businesses as much as possible! 

• AMERICA'S OPEN ROAD 

• CERTIFIED SERVICES 

• DES PLAINES HONDA 

• JOHN & MARY EMBER 

• ILLINOIS HARLEY DAVIDSON 

• LAKE SHORE HARLEY DAVIDSON 

• MCHENRY HARLEY DAVIDSON 

• GUY MECELI - TOP CAT MEMBER 

• RANDY'S CYCLE 

• SCHAUMBURG HONDA - SUZUKI 

• SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 

• WOODSTOCK HARLEY DAVIDSON 

It's nice to see the Senior Road Captains check- 
ing out a new ride route! 
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MALE/ ROBERT CARMODY 
FEMALE/ EILEEN PERRY 

MOST PARTICIPATION BY A MEMBER RIDES, 
MEETINGS 

GARY BRANDT 

BIKER AND BUDDY AWARDS MOST RIDES 
PARTICIPATION BY A TOP CAT 

GARY BRANDT 

MOST RIDES PARTICIPATION BY A BUDDY 
(PASSENGER) 

MURIEL BRANDT 

LEAST PREPARED 

CHRIS BERRY ----ALWAYS LATE 

MOST PREPARED "LITTLE TRAVELER 
AWARD" 

NICK ARGENTINE 

BEST NEW RIDE OF THE SEASON 

CANADIAN COUNTRYSIDE RIDE 
(ROADCAPTAIN) MARK HELLER 

ONE DAY RIDE EVENT 

2005 FALL COLORS RIDE 
(ROAD CAPTAIN) FRED ZIMBRIC 

OVERNITE RIDE EVENT GALENA RIDE 

(ROAD CAPTAIN) MICK BRYAN 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
a*** 

BOB BRIZZOLARA 

BEST DRESSED PASSENGER (BUDDY) 

SUE APEL 

BEST AMERICAN CHOPPER AWARD 

FRANK COLETTO 
VICTORY CUSTOM CHOPPER 

BEST CUSTOM BIKE 

ROB MORIN 
HARLEY SPRINGER RED IN COLOR 

MOST IMPROVED RIDER 

EILEEN PERRY 

MOST MILES TO COME TO THE DINNER 

MICK AND CINDY BRYAN, 
WINCHESTER, TN. 

GOLDEN CRUTCHES AWARD 

GREG AND JANE SMITH 
ED AND SUE APEL 

VOLUNTEER AWARD 

ANDY KONSEWICZ MEMBERSHIP 
LYNN ADAMS 	MEMBERSHIP 

CHARITY AWARD COMM NISRA RIDE 

ROSE TEMPLE DIRECTOR 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*. • • 
• Annual Awards List 	 • ♦ • ♦ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••• 

VICE-PRESIDENTS AWARD MOST BIKES ON A RUN 

SANDY VERNON 42 - BIG CAT RIDE 
(ROAD CAPTAIN) STEPHAN LEVY 

MOST OUT GOING NEW MEMBERS 
BEST DRESSED RIDER 
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Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 

Managing Intersections 

We have all heard how dangerous intersec-
tions can be. Vehicles turning in front of you 
from the left, vehicles pulling in front of you from 
the right, vehicles crawling right up your back and 
onto your rear fender or tour pack. Pedestrians 
walking right in front of you or even right into you, 
even when your stopped. That cell phone user 
paying absolutely no attention to the intersection 
as they approach whether it be walking or driving. 

Safety Committee 
Owner's Manual By Traveler 

Owner's manuals are provided for a variety of 
gizmos, gadgets, and "things" that we all own 
from computers to cell phones. Typically, they're 
intended to give us an understanding of what the 
"thing" is, how the "thing" works, what the "thing" 
is supposed to do for us. I recall as a kid, find-
ing an aluminum pot with hundreds of holes in it, 
in my grandmother's kitchen cabinet. I had no 
idea what it was or what it was used for. A pot 
with holes in it seemed to me to be as stupid as 
a comb with no teeth. It didn't have an owner's 
manual and grandma explained that she used it 
to drain water from food. 

As members of Top Cats, we often encounter 
Just what is a motorcycle rider to do? 	some Club functions that have the mystique of 

that pot full of holes and no owner's manual to 
Take charge of that intersection as you approach. explain it. 
Make sure that you are seen by all vehicles, and 
pedestrians in the proximity of this intersection 	Well gang, here's your owner's manual on your 
as you approach the intersection. First check 

	
Safety Committee so you can better understand 

to the rear using your mirrors, second check for 	what the "thing" is, how the "thing" works, and 
on coming traffic, third check to the left, and last 	what the "thing" is supposed to do for you... 
check to the right. If possible make eye contact 
with on coming traffic, pedestrians, and especially What the "thing" is. The Safety Committee is 
turning traffic. 	 comprised of four people and has two sub com- 

mittees, the Road Captain Committee and the 
Next cover the horn button, cover the clutch, 	GRASS Committee. The core of the Safety Com- 
cover the shifter, and cover both brakes so that 	mittee includes: 
you are ready to use them instantaneously if nec- 
essary and reduce your reaction time. If the in- 	The President of Top Cats - Chuck Prettyman 
tersection is two lanes wide in both directions use Safety Committee Chairman - Wayne Kirkpatrick 
vehicles on your left and/or your right depending 	Chief of Road Captains Committee - John Lunde 
on your position to block you from approaching or GRASS Committee - Ric Case 
cross traffic so that they would hit those vehicles 
before you. 	 Their task is to maintain a climate of safety within 

the Club through education, organization, su- 
As always look for and leave escape routes wher-  pervision, evaluation, and recommendations on 
ever and whenever you are near an intersec- 	procedures, policies, discipline, and protocol. 
tion. These techniques are even more applicable 
when you are group riding. Look out for and 

	
The Road Captain Committee is comprised of all 

protect your fellow Top Cats Riders. 	 Senior Road Captains and Road Captains. They 
are responsible for road captain training, qualifi- 

Ride Free! cation, group riding procedures, mentoring, and 
maintaining a safe riding environment. They do 
this by developing road captain fundamentals, 
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establishing qualification requirements, providing 
	tain training program, commencing 12 Feb, 2006, 

education, monitoring and mentoring ride leaders, for all members desiring to lead a Top Cat ride. 
and maintaining road captain proficiency. 

The Group Riding and Safety Seminar (GRASS) 
Committee is comprised of all Senior Road Cap-
tains. They are responsible for developing, pre-
senting, and maintaining the curriculum for edu-
cating Top Cats on riding safety and road captain 
training. 

How the "thing" works. The entire Safety Commit-
tee, TC President or his rep, Road Captain Com-
mittee and GRASS Committee meets annually 
at the beginning of each year to review annual 
safety goals, RC qualification requirements and 
re-qualifications, GRASS content, and Safety 
Program improvements. Starting this year, on 
25 June, 2006, the Safety Committee will hold 
a Road Captains' Conference to perform a mid- 
season review of Safety Goals, Safety Program, 
and road captain requirements. 

The Road Captain Committee sets requirements 
for new road captains and re-qualification require-
ments Road Captains and Senior Road Captains. 
They schedule all Active Seniors annually to 
teach GRASS, mentor a ride, present a Safety 
Tip, and write a safety article (Kaution Korner) for 
ROAR This committee monitors and records the 
performance of all road captains in accomplishing 
qualifications and annual re-qualifications dur- 
ing the year for an end of year review to ensure 
that Active Road Captains and Seniors are cur-
rent and capable of safely leading a Top Cat ride. 
They recommend members for initial Road Cap-
tain certification and annual re-qualification to the 
Safety Committee for review/approval. 

The GRASS Committee develops the GRASS 
curriculum, schedules GRASS dates and Road 
Captain training dates, trains and schedules 
instructors, schedules training facilities and 
equipment, records attendance, and continually 
reviews and updates course content. 

What the "thing" just did. The Safety Committee's 
recent annual forum resulted in... 

An annual refresher training program for all road 
captains requiring Top Cats' group ride leaders, 
Road Captains, Senior Road Captains to remain 
with the group they are leading for the duration of 
their ride 

Requiring all Top Cats' rides to be conducted 
consistent with existing traffic laws, limits, and 
regulations . 

What the "thing" does for you. Collectively the 
Safety Committee, Road Captain Committee, and 
GRASS Committee strive to maintain a safe rid-
ing environment for Top Cat members and guests 
through education, supervision, documentation, 
and continuous improvement. 

The benefits to Top Cats' members include... 

Safety Tips at meetings 
Education on riding protocol 
Group riding 
Hand signals 
Formations 
Safety 
Riding with a passenger 
Accident scene management 
Road Captain training 
Ride supervision/assistance 
Road Captain qualification 
Monthly safety articles in ROAR 
Safe, enjoyable riding environment 

What the "thing" costs. However you calculate 
it...cost per mile, cost per year, cost per meeting, 
cost per ride...your investment in the Top Cats' 
Safety Program provides a return that is un-
equalled by any other organization. Your out-the-
door cost is simply, 1.) Your annual membership 
fee and, 2.) Your participation in, acceptance of, 
and compliance with the program that provides 
you, your guests, and your fellow riders with a 
high probability of making every Top Cats' motor-
cycle ride a two-way trip. 

The development and scheduling of a Road Cap- 
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General Meeting Minutes 

(February 7, 2006) 

vidual's access or admission to, or usage of, a 
place of public accommodation solely because 
the individual operates a motorcycle. 

S gt. at Arms Bill Ryan called the meeting to 
order at 7:33 pm. 

Chuck Prettyman (President) asked if we had any 
guests in attendance. We welcomed the follow-
ing: 
Chris Rogers (guest of Mike Bradbury), John 
Garramone (guest of Emil Kornecki), Jerry and 
Sharon Feldstein (looked us up and stopped by). 

Chuck introduced Bill Yates. As a member of 
ABATE, Bill informed us of several bills currently 
in process in the State. Since these directly 
impact our rights to ride, please contact your 
State Rep and/or Congressman on your feelings 
regarding them: 

• Senate Bill 2439 — oppose it 
Provides for the ability to 'lane split' at certain 
times. Also has buried in it a potential helmet 
law. 

• House Bill 0934 — support it 
Originally included text requiring vehicles be 
equipped with an adequate muffler or exhaust 
system to prevent excessive or unusual noise. 
The proposed addition provides your vehicle may 
not be seized or impounded solely on the basis of 
violating this law. 

• Senate Bill 2759 — support it 
Provides that a unit of local government, includ-
ing a home rule unit, who enforces ordinances 
applying only to motorcycles, or restricts their 
access to certain roads, etc, in addition to being 
liable to that person for the actual damages sus-
tained, is liable to that person for punitive dam-
ages in an amount not less than $10,000 and not 
greater than $25,000. 

• Senate Bill 2776 — support it 
Provides, in the Human Rights Act, it is a civil 
rights violation for any person to restrict an indi- 

Finally, Bill mentioned Northwest ABATE's 'Spring 
Fling' on April 1 at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
(15 N Hickory in Arlington Heights). Non-Member 
admission is $15. They'll have a live band, food, 
cash bar, 50/50 and other raffles. 

Chuck made some comments of changes to our 
meeting agenda. Highlights included: 

• Officers and Directors will offer comments, or 
introduce Committee Chairpersons for re-
ports. 

• After all committees have reported, one of the 
Board members will report on the activities of 
the previous Board meeting. 

• Ride Leaders/Road Captains will hold discu-
ssions of upcoming ride details immediately 
after the meeting for all interested parties. 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) 
We're in good shape with approx $10,000 in the 
general operating account, and $2,800 in the 
Charity account. Receipts from annual dues are 
still coming in, as well as receipts from our annual 
banquet. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Introduced Membership Chair Bob Carmody. 
Bob reported: 
• There are no new members for this month. 
• The Membership team will stay around after 

the conclusion of meetings to visit with, talk to, 
and answer any questions any of our guests 
in attendance might have. 

• Additional member name tags were received 
(and mailed to the member), and an order 
was placed for those who requested them 
(should possibly have these next month). 

• Asked a 'public opinion' question. What do 
we do 'business' wise? Do members want 
to have their business affiliations known on 
our member database? After discussion and 
comment, the overall consensus was, since 
this was a good idea that fostered one of the 
founding ideas of the club, work should con-
tinue on this topic. 
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General Meeting Minutes - cont. 

Don Schaffer (Director) 
• Don commended those working on the 

Awards Banquet for a great event last Satur-
day. 

• Work continues on the project researching 
previous minutes, and speaking to long time 
members on rules, club protocols, etc. If you 
have any interest or input on this, please con-
tact Don. 

• Called on Bill Ryan, who presented 'Apprecia-
tion Awards' to Lynn Adams and Andy Konse-
wicz for all their efforts over the past couple of 
years. 

Tom Ma/ia (Director) 
• Reported he mailed out a note to all of the 

membership regarding the Charity event. He 
hoped everyone received and read it. An-
nounced that after the meeting, he was going 
to hold a short meeting to discuss 'ideas' for 
this year's event (what can we do differently, 
what can we retain, etc). If If you were not in 
attendance this evening, please contact Tom 
with your ideas. 

• Discussed some ideas on Long Distance 
Rides. Initial thoughts led to the belief these 
should not be 'iron-butt' type rides, but maybe 
1 or 2 week outings. Possible ideas included 
a ride out west that could potentially tie in with 
the ride to Sturgis, or a ride out to the Pacific 
NorthWest, etc. If anyone has any ideas or 
thoughts they'd like to share, please contact 
Tom. 

Windy Krepel (Director) 
Introduced MSF Chair Peggy Strickler. Peggy re-
ported the schedules for upcoming MSF courses 
are available on the respective websites. They 
are: 
• NIU - www.outreach.niu.edu/mcycle  

(there is a section here to take you to other 
State sites) 

• U of I - www.mrc.uiuc.edu/ 
(thanks to Ric Case)  

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
• Announced the first issue of ROAR was com-

pleted and sent to the membership. 
• Introduced Mike Bradbury (ROAR editor), who 

reminded us to please send any contributions 
they want to make (i.e. stories, pictures, com-
ments, etc) to him. If you want your informa-
tion to appear in the next edition, make sure it 
is in Mike's hands by the 15th of the month. 
Scott Swearingen (ROAR)asked the mem-
bership about the receipt of emails. He was 
able to track one of the last mailings, and 
found that roughly 50% of the membership 
opened it. He passed around a list of the 
report, and asked if everyone in attendance 
would double-check to see if it was accurate. 
He also requested everyone please update 
the membership list with the correct address if 
you want to receive club information. 

• Gary introduced Activities Chair Karlene 
Swearingen. Karlene provided an update on 
currently scheduled rides for the year. We 
have 7. Please get back to Karlene with any 
rides you'd like to plan for this coming year. 

• Karlene introduced the Activities Committee 
new member, Greg Smith. Greg announced 
he was passing around a list for anyone 
interested in this weekend's motorcycle show 
(maybe he could put together a 4 wheel ride 
to it for those interested). 

Keith Zawi/a (Secretary) 
Introduced Safety Chair Wayne Kirkpatrick. 

Reported on the results of the January 22 
Safety Committee meeting: Goals for 2006 
have been formatted (they will be presented 
to the Board for review/approval at the next 
Board meeting), Ric Case will continue in his 
role as GRASS Committee chair, and John 
Lunde will assume the Chair for the Road 
Captain Committee. 

• There will be a Road Captain meeting on 
June 25 at Connie's following the GRASS 
class that day. 

• Provided an update on Sturgis. He will be the 
event coordinator and ride leader. Ken Glass-
man will work on 'reservations', Joe Rabanus 
will work on 'entertainment', and Terry Kumro 
will work on 'day rides'. TopCats will be leav-
ing for Sturgis beginning on 8/2, with over-

Page 9 



tuu 

General Meeting Minutes - cont. 
night stays in Mankato, MN, Pierre SD, and 
then Rapid City. 

• Made a correction to the recent Sturgis infor-
mation that went out. There will not be valet 
parking at the Alex Johnson. 

• Introduced Ric Case who gave an update on 
GRASS. The next class is this Sunday Feb-
ruary 12 at Connie's in Buffalo Grove. There 
will be an updated Road Captain module 
included in this year's classes. All Road Cap-
tains are required to take this course. 

• Ric mentioned the U of I MSF region will be 
`pilot testing' a new curriculum beginning July 
1. This course is a new version of the Basic 
Rider's Course. 

• Wayne introduced John Lunde. John passed 
out a 2-page handout on the responsibilities of 
Road Captains (this hand-out will be included 
in the next edition of ROAR). 

• John announced a new 'Senior' Road Captain 
was voted in, Chuck Prettyman. 

• Wayne concluded with a safety tip. We have 
about 1,400 hours until our first ride, so now is 
a good time to start checking some things on 
our bikes: 

• Cables (check if they're dry/cracked) 
• Brake Rotors (are they rusty, should they be 

replaced) 
• Light contact/Battery Terminals (corroded) 
• Brake/Clutch Fluid (check the working of the 

levers too) 
• Dry/Leaking Seals (check engine, shocks, 

and forks) 
• Tire Wear/Tire Pressure 
• Valve Caps/Wheel weights (missing) 
• Grips (are they loose) 
• Gage Function and moisture 
• Warning Lights 
• Belts/Chain wear (roll the bike and check 

thoroughly) 
• Insurance/Registrations (up-to-date) 

Jim Heniff (Past President) 
No major changes are planned for this year's 
election process. Beginning in July and August, 
folks should begin thinking if they'd like to run 

for office and plan on submitting their request for 
consideration. 
Gary Brandt reported on the last Board Meeting. 
Highlights included: 
• Board members reported on the activities of 

their respective committees, 
• A discussion was held on what constitutes a 

member based on By-Laws and/or past prac-
tices, and reality. After some discussion, a 
Sub-Committee was formed for further study, 

• A discussion was held regarding 'official' vs 
`unofficial' rides. After some discussion, this 
subject was tabled for future discussion. 

Comments were taken from the floor. 

Chuck brought up the subject of `pick-up rides'. 
These use to be an integral part of the club, but 
seem to have disappeared over the past few 
years. If people can't attend a scheduled ride, 
but still would like to go out with fellow member's 
for a couple of hours, let's set up an 'unofficial' 
meeting place and see how it goes. A consensus 
decided to initially try the Broken Oar in Cary on 
any Saturday or Sunday. Plan to arrive between 
8:30 — 10:00 and see if there are any other mem-
bers who'd like to go for ride. Then, pick your 
destination and go. 

John Lunde presented a plaque to Activities 
which we received for being the largest club in 
attendance at last year's Little Angel's run (it's the 
3rd year in a row we've won this award). 

Bob Carmody reminded members to check the 
membership table to see if their 2006 member-
ship card was there. If they know of a member 
who doesn't regularly attend, and they see them, 
please take their card to them. 

We had our 50/50 raffle (congrats, Windy). 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm. 
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Membership 
THE HEART OF THE CAT 

S o my little saga starts almost a year ago. I 
was parking my bike in the motorcycle corral 
under my downtown Chicago condo. Two new 
bikes were there; his and her white Harleys. Not 
the usual ride for us city folk. I wanted to check 
them out; find out who the new HOGs were. 
Walking up the garage ramp I came across the 
parking manager engaged in an animated con-
versation with a guy that I hadn't met yet, kind 
of a "Southern Santa" kind of person. I got in-
troduced to Mick Bryan as one of the owners of 
those Harleys and within 90 seconds I was learn-
ing (want to or not) about a strange organization, 
a motorcycle gang made up of business folks like 
me. Mick invited me to come to the next ride. I 
had to see what it was all about. 

That ride was the Top Cats Kick Off ride last year. 
I was hooked. Participation at the next Top Cats 
monthly meeting followed with more amazing 
things. I recognized a huge focus on the joy of 
riding with like minded folks; an organization to 
support that; safety consciousness beyond any-
thing I had encountered before; a loud and proud 
commitment to community. Who thought this 
thing up? It's too good to be. Mick took me under 
his wing (thumb) and made sure that I knew the 
protocols of riding with the group, made sure that 
I was introduced and felt comfortable. Perfect 
sponsor; real important. Thanks Mick. 

Less than a year later, I've ridden more than ever, 
enjoyed it more and have made countless new 
friends. I've been to a nice list of special places 
that I'd have never been to without the club. 
(Tom, how did you find that hamburger shack in 
middle Wisconsin?) And I've been honored to be 
the Top Cats Membership Director for a while. I 
can't wait to have more folks get hooked on our 
club. It changes your life. Don't you think so? 

We have no new members to introduce to the 
club this month and nobody applying yet so it's 

unlikely that we'll introduce anybody new next 
month. I believe it's time for the members to get 
busy. As you think about bringing in your friends 
and riding partners consider that you're going to 
be their sponsor and guide. Take that seriously 
and imagine what getting your new member off to 
the right start will mean to their Top Cats experi-
ence. Lastly, please remember to wear your new 
name tags when we're together. It's so hard rec-
ognizing you as the same person that was inside 
that black helmet. 

Ride happy, 

Bob Carmody 
Membership Director 

Telephone: (847) 229-9338 	Bryant Schroeder 
Fax: (847) 465-1180 

mow.- - 

PERFORMANCERMANCE 
Snowmobiles • Motorcross • Personal Watercraft • AN 

Harley-Davidson 
High Performance Engines • Dyno Testing 
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Sobriety 
Traveler 

I'm thinkin' one night, "What else can I do to get 
ready for the riding season? The bike is almost 
ready, I'm exercising, my gear is cleaned and 
prepared, got my insurance and registration all 
set and, I've looked at a few saddle - slappin, grip 
- twisten routes to ride this year. Hey, it's Two 
- Wheel Tuesday on Speedvision tonight, maybe 
that'll have something interesting". I reach for the 
remote and damn, there goes a can of beer all 
over the floor. So...I'm mopping up the beer won-
dering if I can get it all out of the carpet when the 
odor somehow reminds me of what a cop must 
smell when he stops a driver. Now, I wouldn't 
even think about riding under the influence but, 
I wonder if I could pass a field sobriety test if I 
had to? Seems like a simple little test doesn't 
it? Well, gang, try it. It's a real awakening to our 
ability to perform coordinated physical stunts. 

Walk a straight line. Sound simple? Try it. One 
foot in front of the other, heel to toe for 20 feet, 
without losing your balance or veering off of 
the straight line. OK, Atlas, now go put on your 
chaps, jacket, rain suit, gloves, helmet, riding 
boots, and give it a try. See the difference? 
Now, try it again with your hands on your head 
and look straight ahead. Picture a police officer 
watching you and imagine his reaction. You're 
goin' to jail and you're perfectly sober! 

Touch your nose. Another no - brainer, right? 
OK, both arms extended shoulder high out to 
your sides. Close your eyes, tilt your head back, 
and touch the tip of your nose with the forefinger 
of each hand. Got it? Good. Now, do it on one 
foot and don't fall. Are you starting to get the 
picture? 

Stand on one foot. Head back, eyes closed, 
stand on one foot without wavering or falling. 
Still got all of your riding gear on, right? By now, 
you might be getting a sense of how tough it is 
to demonstrate your sobriety in the quiet of your 
own home, let alone on the side of a highway un-
der the intimidation of a police officer observing. 

Say the alphabet backwards. This is a bear. It 
might seem simple but, try it. We don't learn the 
alphabet backwards anymore than we learn to 
speak backwards. It is an unnatural act! If you 
can get all the way through the alphabet back-
wards, then you're abnormal. For future use here 
it is: Z-Y-X-W-V-U-T-S-R-Q-P-O-N-M-L-K-J-I-H-
G-F-E-D-C-B-A. Now, memorize it. 

Watch the pen. This one is really the major dis-
criminator, thank goodness. You must follow an 
object like a pen, that the officer will move from 
left to right in front of your eyes. A sober person's 
eyes will follow the movement of the pen in a 
smooth fashion. When under the influence, your 
eyes will follow the movement of the pen in a 
jerky, erratic fashion. If you have read this far in 
the Roar, the first three people to email scott@ 
inetguys.com  win a free Top Cats t-shirt. 

OK, if you've tried any of this, you've discovered 
how difficult it is to demonstrate your coordination 
in a relaxed environment while you're sober. You 
should have a feel for how the smallest amount of 
an intoxicant would affect your coordination and 
degrade your ability to control your motor skills. If 
you don't have full and total control of your mo-
tor skills, you do not have full and total control of 
your motorcycle! I suppose, if you're like me and 
had trouble with these tests while sober, it might 
be smart to volunteer for, request, or even de-
mand, a breathalyzer or blood - alcohol test if you 
are ever stopped. If you're an experienced rider, 
or you want to live long enough to become one, 
just avoid the risk of drinking and riding. 

"Now, where was I? Oh yeah...Z-X-Y, no, Z-Y-W, 
no...Hell, It's easier to just put the beer away now 
isn't it?" 

SAVE THE DATE 
Support Top Cats Charities 

and bring your buddies to the 
September 10 NISRA Charity Ride. 

if you are interested in helping to plan the event, 

Contact Tom Malia 
tmalia@cfalp.com  847-381-6511 

Page 12 



Board Meeting Minutes 
Keith Zawila 

(February 14, 2006) 

B oard Members: 
Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, Keith 
Zawila, Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, Tom Malia, 
Don Schaffer, Jim Heniff 
Absent: Carlton Marcyan 

Guests: Wayne Kirkpatrick, Andy Konsewicz 

Proceedings: 
The meeting was called to order with the Roll Call 
at 7:31 pm. 

The Minutes from the January meeting, previ-
ously distributed, were approved. 

Gary Brandt (Vice -President) reported on our 
financials in Carlton Marcyan's absence. 
The latest Profit and Loss statement was distrib-
uted. All of the checks received from annual 
membership dues and the annual banquet have 
been received and deposited. The Financial 
Report was approved as presented. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) reported on Acitivi-
ties. No updates on ROAR. Our activities calen-
dar was updated with potential dates raising our 
total number to 13. Of these, 9 have ride leaders. 
There also are 4 non-TopCats rides currently on 
our calendar. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) reported on Safety. 
This past weekend, we had our first GRASS 
class of the year. It was well attended and also 
was the first one to include the new Road Captain 
module. Its contents were well received. Modifi-
cations to it will be made as deemed necessary. 
Keith introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick, who distrib-
uted to the Board a copy of the 2006 Safety Com-
mittee Goals. A lengthy discussion followed on 
various topics/issues included in the goals. At the 
conclusion of this discussion, the Board agreed 
to approve the 2006 Safety Committee Goals as 
presented to the Board. 

Lynn Adams (Director) reported on Membership. 
There were no new applicants to present to the 
Board for February. 

Tom Malia (Director) reported on Long Distance 
Rides and Charity. Various thoughts/ideas are 
being considered for potential long distance rides. 
The discussion of any potential conflict with other 
Top Cat rides was raised. The Club's intention is 
to offer as many riding possibilities as we can to 
our membership. Therefore, it was decided the 
club would not object to the scheduling of rides 
conflicting with our Sturgis ride, or any other ride, 
and we would let the membership sort out any 
conflict by participating in whatever ride is most 
attractive to them. One idea being considered 
is a possible 'extension' after Sturgis that would 
include a route through parts of Colorado. 
Tom provided an update on Charity activities. 
The response from the membership to involve-
ment and suggesting ideas has been lackluster. 
Various issues were discussed. The consensus 
was to attempt to take a more direct approach 
regarding soliciting assistance. In the meantime, 
Tom will provide Board members with a list of the 
tasks involved, so we can begin to think of ways 
to get the membership more involved. 

Don Schaffer (Director) reported on Communi-
cations. Don initiated a discussion on reviewing 
communications to determine if it would be better 
served under the coordination of a single area. A 
discussion followed on various matters that need 
to be considered at the Board level as the 'web' 
and other communication tools are developed. 

Windy Krepe/ (Director) reported on MS F. 
Peggy Strickler has prepared a monthly presenta-
tion schedule to begin with the March meeting. 

Other Business: 

Chuck Prettyman recommended each Board 
member document and forward items they'd like 
to discuss at the next Board meeting to each 
Board Member at least a week or so before the 
meeting. This will provide time for each member 
to review the information, formulate any ques- 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
(Continued) 

tions, and have them ready for discussion at the meeting. 

Lynn Adams will present the activities of the Board to the membership at the March General meeting. 

Gary Brandt followed up on the work he and Carlton Marcyan have done regarding their review of 
the By-Laws, as it covers the constitution of membership. Gary presented a proposed change. After 
some discussion, it was decided to table further discussion to a future meeting. A discussion was 
also held on the topic of 'non-resident' membership. It was decided, rather than defining and adminis-
tering a new category of membership, we would encourage 'non-resident' members having an inter-
est in maintaining contact with the Club to become an Associate member, thus not requiring a sepa-
rate classification. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 14, 7:30 pm at Duke's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 pm. 

Respectfully submitted....Keith Zawila 

1000 Miles in 2.5 Hours? 

Pictured above is The Dodge Tomahawk Motorcycle it is a Viper V-10 based motorcycle, a 500 
horsepower engine with four wheels beneath it. Chrysler sold nine replicas through Neiman Marcus, 
for up to $555,000 each. The motorcycles cannot be legally driven on public roads. The Dodge Tom-
ahawk can reach 60 miles an hour in about 2.5 seconds, and has a theoretical top speed of nearly 
400 mph. 
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Activities Calendar 
Date Ride/Event Location Destination Time Leader 

Tuesday, March 7 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm Prettyman 

Tuesday, March 14 Board Meeting Dukes Wauconda 7:30pm Prettyman 

Saturday, April 1 ABATE Spring 
Fling 

15 N. Hickory, Arlington 
Heights (Knights of Col.) 

Arlington 
Heights 

6:00pm - 
11:00pm 

Tuesday, April 4 General Meeting TBA 7:30pm 

Sunday, April 9 Kick Off Ride Bill Ryan 

Tuesday, April 11 Board Meeting Dukes Wauconda 7:30pm Prettyman 

Sunday, April 23 Ladies Brunch S. Vernon 

Saturday, April 29 Saddle Sore 500 L. Scalzitti 

Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011 


